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Romans an introduction with emphasis on its 

Jewishness 
 

We need to go back before going on.  We did not look at the 

introduction to the entire book of Romans to get background 

information on the setting of Paul’s writing to the Romans. 
 

We have been reading Romans through Gentile eyes. 

Let’s look at it through Jewish eyes.   

 

The church was probably established by Jews who had 
witnessed the powerful events at Pentecost in Acts 2.   The 

existence of a Christian community in Rome antedates Paul's 

letter there. When it arose, likely within the sizable 

Jewish population at Rome. 

 
 

Of all the letters of Paul, that to the Christians at Rome has 

long held pride of place. It is the longest and most 

systematic unfolding of the apostle's thought, expounding 

the gospel of God's righteousness that saves all who believe 
(Romans 1:16-17); it reflects a universal outlook, with 

special implications for Israel's relation to the church (Rom 

9-11). Yet, like all Paul's letters, Romans too arose out of 

a specific situation. 
 

Opinions vary as to whether Jewish or Gentile 

Christians predominated in the house churches (cf 

Romans 16:5). 

 
Paul speaks in Romans of both Jews and Gentiles 

(Romans 3:9, 29;  The letter also refers to those "weak in 
faith" (Romans 14:1) and those "who are strong" (Romans 

15:1); this terminology may reflect not so much differences 

between believers of Jewish and of Gentile background, 

respectively, as an ascetic tendency in some converts 

(Romans 14:2) combined with Jewish laws about clean 
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and unclean    foods (Romans 14:14, 20). The issues were 

similar to problems that Paul had faced in Corinth (1 Cor 8). 

 
Others have viewed Romans more in the light of Paul's 

earlier, quite polemical Letter to the Galatians and so see 
the theme as the relationship between Judaism and 

Christianity. 

 
Paul himself had been the advocate of the  freedom of 

Gentiles from the laws of the Mosaic covenant and, 

especially in Galatia, had refused to allow attempts to 

impose them on Gentile converts to the gospel. He had 
witnessed the personal hostilities that developed 

between the adherents of the two faiths and had 

written his strongly worded Letter to the 

Galatians against those Jewish Christians who 

were seeking to persuade Gentile Christians to 
adopt the religious practices of Judaism.  

 
Still others find the theme of Israel and the 

church as expressed in Romans 9--11 to be the 

heart of Romans.  

 
Paul's Letter to the Romans is a powerful exposition of 

the doctrine of the supremacy of Christ and of faith in 

Christ as the source of salvation. It is an implicit plea to 
the Christians at Rome, and to all Christians, to hold 

fast to that faith.  

    
They are to resist any pressure put on them to accept 

a doctrine of salvation through works of the law. 

    
Problems in the church: 

Jew and Gentile Christians were at odds as to how 

to obtain the favor of the Lord 
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 Because of the differing paradigms between the 

Jew and Gentile Christians, several doctrinal 

problems had to be addressed: 
a.       Both groups are alike under sin and need 

God’s righteousness 

b.      God’s righteousness can only come by 

faith and not by observing the law 

c.       God has accepted the Gentiles as much as 
He has extended the Gospel to the Jews alike 

  

The Jews insisted Gentile converts needed to become Jewish 

proselytes first before accepting the Gospel of Jesus. 
Common Jewish belief was that the Mosaic Law was the 

expression of God’s Will and therefore binding on all those 

who would wish to have God’s righteousness. Circumcision 

was the way to become a Jewish proselyte (convert). 

Christianity began as a Jewish religion and certain powerful 
Jewish leaders were determined it should remain so. 

 

**************************************   

 

In Romans there are many statements directed specifically 
to the Jewish people…..for example: 

 

Rom. 1:16:  “the gospel is the power of God unto salvation, 

to the Jew first……” 

 
Romans 2:1:  “therefore, thou art inexcusable, O man….” 

 

Who is this, “O man”? 

 
It could be a gentile or a Jew.  Going on down in Romans 

Chapter 2, let’s see how many references there are to the 

Jews: 

 

Romans 2:10: 
“but glory, honour and peace to every man that worketh 

good, to the Jew first but also to the gentile.” 
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Romans 2:12-15:  here Paul is discussing those who have 

sinned without law and those who have sinned in the law.  
The entire section here is dealing with the law. 

 

Romans 2:17: 

“Behold, thou art called a Jew and restest in the law and 

makest thy boast of God….” 
 

Paul then continues on speaking to the Jewish brethren 

(Christians) until the end of the chapter where he concludes: 

 
Romans 2:28-29: 

“For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly; neither is THAT 

circumcision, which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew, 

which is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, 

in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of 
men, but of God.” 

 

He continues in Chapter 3 speaking to the Jewish Christians: 

 

Romans 3:1: 
“What advantage then hath the Jew?  or what profit is there 

of circumcision?” 

 

Paul goes on to explain that even though the Jews were 

blessed with the Law, that righteousness does not come by 
the Law: 

 

Romans 3:20: 

“Therefore, by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified in his sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 

 

Paul now presents his whole purpose for writing Romans: 

 

Romans 3:21 & 22: 
“But now, the righteousness of God without the law is 

manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the prophets, 
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even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 

Christ unto all and upon all them that believe, for there is no 

difference (between Jew and Gentile), 
 

Vs. 23:  “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of 

God.” 

 

Paul still reasoning with his Jewish brethren about the equal 
status of Jew and Gentile before God, says in Vs. 29 of 

Chapter 3: 

 

“Is he the God of the Jews only?  is he not also of the 
Gentiles?  Yes, of the Gentiles also”. 

 

At the beginning of Chapter 4, we again see Paul speaking to 

the Jewish Christians: 

 
Romans 4:1: 

“What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as 

pertaining to the flesh, hath found?” 

 

He then goes on to point out that Abraham was made 
righteous in God’s sight by faith…..this was before the Law 

and before he was circumcised. 

 

In Verse 3, he quotes from Genesis Chapter 15:6: 

“Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness.” 

 

In Vs. 16 & 17, Paul points out that Abraham was made by 

God, the “father of MANY nations…..not just the father of 
those who were given the Law, but also the father of all 

those who, like himself, believed God.  Paul concludes by 

saying:  “Abraham:  who is the father OF US ALL”, (meaning 

both the Jews and the Gentiles who walk in the steps of 

THAT FAITH which Abraham walked in). 
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In Chapter 5, Paul takes the Jews (let’s assume for now, the 

writing of Romans strictly to the Jews), BACK PAST MOSES 
AND ABRAHAM TO ADAM! 

 

He is again setting forth the universality of sin, just as he 

did in Chapter 1.  He is now gathering Jew and Gentile 

together, sold into sin by Adam, and redeemed by Christ. 
 

The issue now, in the next few chapters is the working out of 

that Redemption. 

 
There is no particular mention made of the Jews in Chapter 

6, but right away in Chapter 7, Paul opens with a direct 

statement to them: 

 

Vs. 1: 
“Know ye not, (or do you not know, or are you ignorant) 

brethren…” 

 

Is he speaking here to the Jewish Christian or the Gentile 

Christians? 
 

Let’s suppose for a moment he is speaking to the Jewish 

Christian, for that is what the context would seem to 

indicate in a simple reading: 

 
“(for I speak to them that know the law)”. 

 

Some commentators say that 3 laws are spoken of in this 

chapter: 
1)  The Torah 

2)  the law of general principle saying we can’t be under two 

opposing laws at the same time, 

3)  a generic, yet unidentified law. 
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We will look at all three, but in this lesson we are looking 

particular at the setting for the writing of Romans being 

written chiefly to the Jewish brethren at Rome. 
 

So we will take Romans 7:1 for now to mean the Torah.   

Paul’s references to the Law later in the chapter are our 

basis for doing this. 

 
On this basis, Romans 7 was also written primarily to the 

Jew. 

 

Romans 8 Paul is explaining Life by the Spirit and the fact 
that believers, both Jew and Gentile are now under a new 

law:  not the extended Torah, but the LAW OF THE SPIRIT 

OF LIFE IN CHRIST. 

 

Chapter 9 & 10 is directly about Israel….the lost sheep. 
 

We use Romans 10:9&10, to lead the lost to salvation, but 

these verses, set in their context are speaking of the lost 

Jew calling upon the name of the Lord and forsaking 

attempting to establish their own righteousness based upon 
the law, but embracing Christ as their righteousness. 

 

Vs. 11 & 12: 

“For the scripture saith, WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH ON HIM 

SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED.  For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek:  for the same Lord over all 

is rich unto all that call upon him.” 

 

Chapter 11, also Paul goes on regarding the Jewish nation: 
 

Vs. 1: 

“I say then, Hath God cast away his people?  God forbid.  

For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the 

tribe of Benjamin.” 
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In this Chapter we see the story of the olive tree whose 

natural branches were broken off (Jews) and wild branches 

grafted in (Gentiles). 
 

Many teach that the Jewish nation was the root…..but who 

was the root from which they sprang?   

Abraham is the one who is pointed to as the father of the 

household of faith, not the Jewish nation, they were of the 
Law and the Prophets. 

 

Jesus Himself said:  “The law and the prophets [were] until 

John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and 
every man presseth into it.”  Luke 16:16. 

 

Chapter 14 is an interesting chapter.  Here Paul addresses 

issues that have been causing disputes:  diet, days of 

worship.  He remind them that they all are doing to stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ….that the Kingdom of 

God is not dietary in the flesh, but it is “righteousness, 

peace and joy in the Holy Ghost”. 

 

In Chapter 15, Paul makes an interesting statement: 
Vs. 8 - 12: 

“8  Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the 

circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers:  

 9  And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as 

it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the 
Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.  

 10  And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his 

people.  

 11  And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud 

him, all ye people.  
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 12  And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, 

and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall 

the Gentiles trust.” 

Vs. 15 & 16: 

“Nevertheless, brethren, I have written unto you the more 

boldly, putting you in mind of the grace of God that is given 
to me, that I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the 

Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God that the offering up 

of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the 

Holy Ghost.” 

 
The conclusion of Romans, Paul here goes again to the 

universality of the gospel, which he began with in Chapter 1: 

25  Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to 
my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to 

the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since 

the world began,  

 26  But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the 

prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting 

God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:  

 27  To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for 

ever. Amen. 

In conclusion, the letter to the Romans appears to have 
been directed more toward the Jewish brethren of Rome.   

Romans 7 will be studied first in this context. 

 

 


