
New Life School of Pneumatology Class 10:  "Distinguishing spirit and soul 

#2" 
 

 

Reviewing Genesis 1:26&27: 

 
Going back to Genesis we find the first revelation of what man is: 

 
“And God said, Let us make mankind in our image, after our likeness….and 

let them have dominion…… 
And so God created mankind in His image, male and female created He 

them and gave them dominion.”  Genesis 1:26 & 27. 
Then God said, "Let us make a man -someone like ourselves.     TLB 

 
When the phrase “in His image” are read, because people are more aware of 

their physical body, they think:  “God made my physical appearance like His 

appearance”, meaning arms, legs, eyes, etc. 
 

Image & Likeness 
 

Image:  OT:  Strong’s #6754         (spirit) 
tselem (tseh'-lem); from an unused root meaning to shade; a phantom, i.e. 

(figuratively) illusion, resemblance; hence, a representative figure 
 

Likeness:  OT:  Strong’s #1823          (body) 
demuwth (dem-ooth'); from OT:1819; resemblance; concretely, model, 

shape 
 

 
From these two definitions, image is seen to refer to ‘essential 

nature’…..God’s essential natural for our purposes here is that He is a 

spirit….that is His ‘essence. 
 

The second definition refers to God’s shape, or appearance.  That God made 
us like Himself in appearance also:  hands, feet, eyes, etc. 

 
When Jesus came, He began to focus attention on the spirit: 

 
Jesus stated that God is a spirit:  John 4:24. 

If we correlate the two scriptures:  Gen. 1:26 & 27 with John 4:24:  it is 
revealed that God made mankind a spirit. 

 
Stating it again like a mathematical equation: 

• Jesus said God is a spirit. 



• God made us in His image. 

• So……by logical conclusion based on the revelation of Jesus, we are a 
spirit. 

 
Because we are studying pneumatology:  the things pertaining to spirit 

beings…..it is important to retrain your thinking about this verse to think 
“spirit” when you read Genesis 1:26: 

 
“God made me in His image & likeness”. 

“God is a spirit.” 
“He made me a spirit.” 

I am a spirit being like God.” 
“My true essence, makeup, reality, the real ME, is a spirit.” 

 
********************* 

 

Commentaries: 
 

Adam Clark Commentary: 
Gen 1:26 

God was now producing a spirit, and a spirit, too, formed after the 
perfections of his own nature. God is the fountain whence this spirit issued, 

hence, the stream must resemble the spring which produced it.  
 

Note that A.C. picks up on the ‘spirit’ fact:  God a spirit, producing a spirit. 
 

Barnes Notes: 
Gen 1:24-31 

Verse 26,27:  We gather from the present chapter that God is a spirit (Gen 
1:2), that he thinks, speaks, wills, and acts (Gen 1:3-4, etc.). Here, then, 

are the great points of conformity to God in man, namely, reason, speech, 

will, and power. By reason we apprehend concrete things in perception and 
consciousness, and cognize abstract truth, both metaphysical and moral. By 

speech we make certain easy and sensible acts of our own the signs of the 
various objects of our contemplative faculties to ourselves and others. By 

will we choose, determine, and resolve upon what is to be done. By power 
we act, either in giving expression to our concepts in words, or effect to our 

determinations in deeds. In the reason is evolved the distinction of good and 
evil (Gen 1:4,31), which is in itself the approval of the former and the 

disapproval of the latter. In the will is unfolded that freedom of action which 
chooses the good and refuses the evil. In the spiritual being that exercises 

reason and will resides the power to act, which presupposes both these 
faculties-the reason as informing the will, and the will as directing the 



power. This is that form of God in which he has created man, and 

condescends to communicate with him. 
 

Note that Barnes states that the areas in which we are in conformity to God 
is our ability to speak, reason, decide and take action.  Though he does 

mention that God is a spirit, he does not specifically state that man is a 
spirit, with a soul.  The abilities he does attribute to man (reason, decision) 

are resident in the soul:  mind, will and emotions. 
 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown: 
Gen 1:26-29 

And in what did this "image of God" consist? Not in the erect form or 
features of man; not in his intellect, because the Devil and his angels are in 

this respect far superior; not in his immortality, because he does not have, 
like God, a past as well as a future eternity of being; but in the moral 

dispositions of his soul, commonly called original righteousness (Eccl 7:29). 

Since the new creation is only a restoration of this image, the history of the 
one throws light on the other; and we are informed that it is renewed after 

the image of God, in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness  
 

Note:  this commentary is especially interesting:  “man does not have a 
future eternity of being”.  All spirits are eternal from the moment they come 

into existence, when they have the nature of God or the natural of the devil 
in them.  Also, the statement that the first creation was in a state of ‘original 

righteousness’ and that the new creation is ‘only a restoration of this image’, 
with the history of the one (original creation) throwing light on the other 

(new creation)…….the fact is overlooked that the first humans were created 
in a state of  “innocence’, not righteousness.  They would have entered into 

that righteousness had they eaten of the Tree of Life.  The New Creation in 
Christ, the Second Adam, cannot be understood by looking at it through the 

‘glasses’ of the first creation in the First Adam. 

 
Renewed: 

Keil & Delitszch: 
Gen 1:24-31 

The creation of man does not take place through a word addressed by God 
to the earth, but as the result of the divine decree, "We will make man in 

Our image, after our likeness," which proclaims at the very outset the 
distinction and pre-eminence of man above all the other creatures of the 

earth. The plural "We" was regarded by the fathers and earlier theologians 
almost unanimously as indicative of the Trinity: modern commentators, on 

the contrary, regard it either as pluralis majestatis; or as an address by God 
to Himself, the subject and object being identical; or as communicative, an 



address to the spirits or angels who stand around the Deity and constitute 

His council. 
 

In the words "in our image, after our likeness" modern commentators have 
correctly observed, that there is no foundation for the distinction drawn by 

the Greek, and after them by many of the Latin Fathers, between eikoo'n 
(NT:1504) (imago) and homoi'oosis (NT:3669) (similitudo), the former of 

which they supposed to represent the physical aspect of the likeness to God, 
the latter the ethical; but that, on the contrary, the older Lutheran 

theologians were correct in stating that the two words are synonymous, and 
are merely combined to add intensity to the thought: "an image which is like 

Us" (Luther); since it is no more possible to discover a sharp or well-defined 
distinction in the ordinary use of the words between tselem (OT:6754) and 

dªmuwt (OT:1823), than between bª and kª. tselem (OT:6754), from tseel 
(OT:6738), lit., a shadow, hence sketch, outline, differs no more from 

dªmuwt (OT:1823), likeness, portrait, copy, than the German words Umriss 

or Abriss (outline or sketch) from Bild or Abbild (likeness, copy). 
 

(Note: "The breath of God became the soul of man; the soul of man 
therefore is nothing but the breath of God. The rest of the world exists 

through the word of God; man through His own peculiar breath. This breath 
is the seal and pledge of our relation to God, of our godlike dignity; whereas 

the breath breathed into the animals is nothing but the common breath, the 
life-wind of nature, which is moving everywhere, and only appears in the 

animal fixed and bound into a certain independence and individuality, so that 
the animal soul is nothing but a nature-soul individualized into certain, 

though still material spirituality."-Ziegler.) 
 

 
 

This concrete essence of the divine likeness was shattered by sin; and it is 

only through Christ, the brightness of the glory of God and the expression of 
His essence (Heb 1:3), that our nature is transformed into the image of God 

again (Col 3:10; Eph 4:24). 
 

Matthew Henry: 
Gen 1:26-28 

Man was not made in the likeness of any creature that went before him, but 
in the likeness of his Creator; yet still between God and man there is an 

infinite distance. Christ only is the express image of God's person, as the 
Son of his Father 

 
The soul is a spirit, an intelligent immortal spirit, an influencing active spirit, 

herein resembling God, the Father of Spirits, and the soul of the world. The 



spirit of man is the candle of the Lord. The soul of man, considered in its 

three noble faculties, understanding, will, and active power, is perhaps the 
brightest clearest looking-glass in nature, wherein to see God. 
 


