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Jesus was going to be bapttzed as His commitment of His body and

His soul and His spirit to God forever, in order that from thenceforth

He might rnnn'ifest the righteousn ess of God.

To manifest the righteousness of God is the real reason for a man's

desiring to be a Christian - not to go to heaven when he dies or to
keep out of hell, but to rettenl the righteowsness of God, in this world,.

And then heaven and all our rewards will be the natural result of
having lived in unity with God and having revealed His righteousness

in this world.

God has a wonderful purpose . God's Christian is the most magnifi-

cent specimen in all the universe of God. God's ideal for a Christian

surpasses everything else in the whole world. Varied churches and

varied religious institutions have their peculiar idea of what a Chris-

tian is. One of their ideals seems to be that the individual must be

able to whoop and hop around and all that sort of thing. But Jesus

never did it. He was too big for that. He had outgrown it. We have

our ideas of religious meetings. Not one of them is like the meetings

Jesus conducted, at least only in a slight way. Then we have our ideas

of what constitutes a real message. My! If you will read the Word of
Jesus over again, you will discover that few of our messages are like

the message of the Lord. His messages were an uncovering of the

soul of man, an uncovering of the nature of God so men could

discern Him, and when they discerned Him they loved Him. The
message of |esus was constructive, not destructive; positive right-
eousness, not negative obedience.

Jesus gave a new name to God that nobody had ever given Him
before. The prophets rvere intimate with God, and the Old Testament

is one marvelous revelation of intimacy with God. They knew Him as

a great Governor) as a great Controller, as the One who guided the

affairs of the universe, but Jesus knew Him as "our Father." He intro-
duced into Bible vocabulary a new name to express God to us.

I am going to talk to you along a line that perhaps may seem new.

First, I want to place before you God's ideal of a Christian. Then, by

His grace, I am going to undertake unfoldirg, step by step, how men

arrive at that stature of Christ.
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