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Christian conception. Think of God having to live forever and
forever and ever in association with people who were not half
big enough to comprehend His will. That is not God's purpose.
Iesus Christ undertook the biggest contract that heaven or earth,
or sea or sky ever knew. He undertook the redemption of man-
kind and their transformation by the Spirit of the living God into
His own likeness and image and stature and understanding in
the grace and power and fullness of His own nature. Iesus Christ
is the associate of God, one with Him, and with every son of
God. He has purposed that redeemed men, grown up in God,
transformed into the very image and likeness and nature and
fullness of Iesus Christ, becoming like the Son of God, shall be
associates of God.

lVtrat did God create man for an)^May? Answer: "The chief
end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever."

God's purpose in the creation of mankind was to develop an
association on His own plane. Othennrise God would have been
eternally living with babies or imbeciles. He would have been
compelled forever to associate with those who were not able to
understand or comprehend His nature or character or the manrel
of His being or the wonder of His power.

The wonder of the redemption of lesus Christ is revealed in
the matchlessness of God's purpose to transform man into His
very nature and image and fullness. Thereby men as sons of
God become, bless God, the associates of Almighty God, on His
own plane of life and understanding.

\Mren my soul saw the vision of God Nmighty's marvelous
purpose, I felt like falling on my face afresh and crying out,
"\Alorthy is the Lamb that was slain!" For "as He rs, so are we in
this world." All the glory and power that Iesus knows at the
throne of God, all the wonders of His overcoming grace, all the
marvel of the greatness of His power, is yours and mine to receive
through faith in the Son of God, yours and mine to expect
through the faith of the Son of God, yours and mine to possess
and enjoy and reveal to the glory of God.


