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Nobody ever stops to think, or rarely so, that He bore His
poverty and what for? Answer: "That through His pouerty we
might be made rich" 12 Corinthians B:91 . He bore our sorrows,
what for? That we through His sorrows might be made glad. He
bore our sufferings, for what? That we through His stripes might
be healed. He gave His life a sacrifice for sins, for what? That we
should know no sin. Then having completed the redemption, or
purchased the redemption, the redemption becomes manifest
on this side of Calvary.

I sometimes wish that I could turn the face of the believer
the other way.You may observe that I very rarely turn the face
of believers to the cross. The world looked to the cross until
they passed it. But if they had never passed it, redemption
would be no more of a reality than it was before. Redemption
becomes a reality as we obtain the redemption. To obtain the
fact that the Redeemer purchased is the purpose of the
Christian life. On this side of the cross we see the victory not
the suffering, not the humility, and dejection, and rejection but
theVICTORY.

We see the first glimmer of that victory when Iesus, \Mro was
crucified as a Redeemer, steps forth as the redeemed. The
Redeemer, the first fruits of them that slept, BECAME the
Redeemer of mankind, or the pattern of redemption. He was not

Jhe pattern of redemption back there on the other side of the
cross. He BECAN{E the pattern of redemption. Paul pUts it iq such

oterse terms, "He BECAME the author of eternal saluati*on"
[Hebrews 5:9]. Not 'iwas manufactured the author of eternal sal-,

vation," not was born, but "BEULIE the author of eternal salua-
tion." \Mry? Because, having as the Redeemer entered into the
redemption by Himself, "the first fruits of them that slept"
[1 Corinthians 15:20]. The first Victor, the first example of victory
He became the manifestor, the demonstrator, the revealer, the
embodiment of eternal salvation.

On this side of the cross is the victory of His resurrection, the
marvel of all victories, the victory over death, by which He took
death captive. A living man, Himself, He came forth the Conqueror
of death itself, having put all things under His feet. lVhrat an ascent
into triumph! lVtrat a change in His consciousness! Wtrat a distinc-
tion between the Redeemer and the redeemed! No longer subject
to death, but triumphing over it. No longer subject to humiliation,
but now becoming the exalted One, bless God.


