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I want you to distinguish between Christianity and philosophy, for in
these days the world is filled with philosophical religions, and every-

thing psychological is used to impress the world that it is religious.
And Christians ought to know what it is that makes the distinction
between Christianity and philosophy and what makes |esus distinct
from the philosophers, and why it is that Christianity has a power that
philosophy has not.

Some of the philosophies were old and gray whiskered and ready to
die when Jesus was born. Bavgadghetti was written eight hundred
years before Isaiah. Buddha lived hundreds of years before ]esus and

taught most of the things ]esus taught. Confucianism was old, Brah-

manism was old, most of the ancient philosophies were old when

]esus came to the world. The philosophers wrote their tenets, left
them, came to the grave and died, and their revelation ceased. There

was nothing remaining but the tenets they had written.

Buddha wrote his tenets, came to the grave; Confucius wrote his

tenets, came to the grave; Brahman wrote his tenets) came to the

grave; the Zendavestas were written and their authors came to the

grave. They all died, and there was no further revelation. The grave

ended all.

Not so with the Son of God. Not so the Lord |esus. Why, Christianity
begnn where philosophy left off. The crucifixion of ]esus was but the

entrance into the greatest of His divine revelations. Jesus not only rose

from the dead, but He determined in His own soul to take captive that
power that had been captivatirg men and subjecting them to death's

control. So ]esus entered into the grave. The early church was much
more conversant with this phase of the Lord's victory than we are.

The literature of the early church fathers is full of the wonder of what
took place in the life and ministry of jesus after He was in the grave.

Peter gives us just two little flashes. He says, "He went and preached

unto the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, when
once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing" (I Peter 3:I9-20). Next, He went and preached
also unto them that are dead. What forl "That they might be judged

according to men in the flesh."to

ro I Peter 4:6.
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