
@ Jo/an G, Lake: Tlae Compttte Collcction o/ Hb LLfe Teaclaing.r

Mg there is a wonderful revelation in connection with the raising of
Lazarus that is not given in the story as it appears in the New Testa-

ment. I want to quote from the New Testament Apocrypha, from the

book of Nicodemus. It will explain a whole lot to you.

Before I give this story I want to call your attention to one other

thing, because it concludes the thought I had in mind. There are

degrees in the experience of Jesus by which He took one step after

another in every single realm until He eventually manifested God's

divine perfection. There was the crucifixion, followed by the resur-

rection, and climaxed by the ascension. Each one of them a degree in
the power of God beyond the other.

If Jesus had died on the cross and there had been no resurrection,

there never would have been one single soul saved through the blood
of |esus Christ.

If ]esus had died on the cross) gone into the grave, and been resur-

rected from the grave only, there would still be no such thing as a real

salvation in the world.

But because ]esus died on the cross) entered into death, arose from
the grave, nnd, nscend,ed, to the throne of God and finally received

from the Father the gift of the Holy Ghost with authority to minister

it to men) there is in existence a divine salvation, sufficient to satisft

the nature of every man.

THE Srony op LnzRnus

In the story that I wanted to bring to you is this marvelous incident.

Just prior to the crucifixion of Jesus, Satan appeared in the regions of
death and said to Beelzebub, the keeper of the Regions of Death, that
he might now prepare to receive ]esus Christ, because he (Satan) had

brought to pass such a combination of circumstances that ]esus was

to be crucified. Beelzebub replied, "But, Satan, is not this ]esus of
Nazareth, who in His divine nature was so strong that He came here

and took from our midst Lazarus when he was here, and we could not
hold himf "

Satan said, "Yes, He is the one."
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